
MICROBATS ON FARMS – WORKING FOR YOU WHILE YOU SLEEP 

A presentation for farmers, orchardists, other producers and interested 

community members, on the important role of microbats in reducing insect 

pests will be held on Saturday 23rd June from 10 am to 1 pm. 

The presentation is part of Young District Landcare’s innovative Microbats of 

the Young District project and will be held in the Gleneagles Room at the Young 

Golf Club. 

Supported by Local Land Services and funded by the National Landcare 

Program, the project is now into its fifth year and continues to raisecommunity 

awareness of microbats and their important environmental role. Studies 

conducted in recent years have found that microbats play an important role as 

natural biological controllers of insects in agricultural landscapes. Because 

flying uses up a lot of energy, microbats (also known as insectivorous bats) can 

eat up to half their own body weight in insects every night! While we sleep, 

these tiny flying mammals are consuming a wide variety of insects, including 

moths, beetles, bugs, mosquitoes, grasshoppers, crickets and flies.With 

growing awareness about the harmful effects and declining effectiveness of 

many pesticides, encouraging microbats onto our farms is increasingly 

important. 

Canberra bat expert Michael Pennay, who has researched bats for over twenty 

years in Australia, Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands, is the guest 

presenter.Michael’s wonderful bat photos have been used extensively in our 

project and other publications and one lucky participant will win a framed 

photo signed by Michael. 

Members of Young District Landcare will give an update on their project and 

have some copies of their Microbats Educational Resource Kit to give away. 

Other educational resources produced by the Australasian Bat Society will be 

available on the day and seventeen bat roosting boxes will be won by lucky 

participants. 

This is a free event with morning tea and lunch provided. Please RSVP by 

Thursday 21st June to Young District Landcare Coordinator Mikla Lewis on 0499 

199 016 or email young@lachlandcare.org.au 

Information on Young District Landcare’s Microbats in the Young District 

project can be found on their website at www.youngdistrictlandcare.org 
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